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DAL NMONITIA C. 
Loxz viii. 39. 

Return to thine own Houſe, and Ade how 


great Things God hath done unto cher. : | 


WOOD XXX MAN who had before been po- 
PER 2 ſelled with a Legion of Devils, 


2 
N N 


. -- was ſet at Liberty by our Saviour. 
85 2 and ſitting at his Feet cloathed 
8 . 32 and in his right Mind, when 
| 1 8 _ Fa obſerving his merciful Deliverer 


SOCCER about to enter into a Ship, and 
to depart from that Country, intreated him to 
let him go along with him; but our Saviour, 
for his own wiſe and beſt Reaſons, would not ſuffer 
it then, but ſaid to him, in the Words of the Text, 
& Return to thine Houſe, and ſhew how great Things 
God hath done unto thee ;” or, as St. Mar relates it, 
25 22 2253-1; | Go 
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& Go home to thy Friends, and tell them how great 
Fhings the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had 
Compaſſion on thee,” Mark v. 19. 

There was fomething very ſingular in this Man's 
Diforder, the Manner of his Cure, and Deliverance, 
as well as in our Lord's not ſuffering him to go with 
him, of all which I purpoſe to conſider a little, be- 
fore I ſpeak directly of the Words of the Text. 

We have no Room to doubt of many Wonderful 
Poſſeſſions beſides this and others in the Time of our 
Saviour, in the firſt Ages of the Church, in the Days 
of the Reformation, and even now in our own Time. 
Exoreiſms were frequently uſed among the Primi- 

tive Chriſtians ; with Faſtings and Prayers they ſought 
the Deliverance of ſuch People, and certainly found 
the Prayers of Faith availed much in ſuch Caſes. 

I ſee no Reaſon why the Gift of caſting out De- 
vils and diſpoſſeſſing evils Spirits in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus, ſhould not now be given, as well as 
formerly, unleſs. on account of the Incredulity of 
this finful arid adulterous Generation, who atheiſti - 
cally would either mock at the Cure, as if it was 
mere Impoſture and Art, or pretend it was a natu- 
ral Diſeafe and no Poſſeſſion of the Devil; or if 
ſach immediate Cures ſhould be wrought in our 
Times, if the Miracle could not be denied with any 
good Ground, they would ſay it was Sorcery, Con- 

juration, and dealing with the Devil; for ſo it went 

of old, and hindered our Maſter to do many mighty 
Works in his own City Nazareth, becauſe of Unbe- 
lief. By wHatever Means a Soul in the Hands of 
Satan is releaſed, it muſt be conſeſſed our Saviour 
is the Cauſe, He only can preaceh Deliverance to 
the Captives, and looſe them that Satan hath bound 
in Body or Soul. He alone has the Right to Wo. it 
| {hall 
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ſhall not ſtand, when a Covenant is made with Death 
and a League with Hell. At his Word and in his 
Name a Hoſt of Devils and Legions of wicked Spi- 
rits muſt ly. With a Word he can releaſe a Soul, 
let its Caſe be bad and deplorable as it will. 7 

Though ſome are in a particular Manner poſſeſſed 
of the Devil, and it is above the reach of any hu- 
man Creature to account for their Diſorder and Be- 
haviour, &c. yet in another Senſe I eſteem all di- 
ſtracted and mad People poſſeſſed; and this has been 
alſo the Mind of many Children of God and learned 
and pious Men, and has ſome Ground in the Scrip- 
ture, We read of a certain * Father who beſought 
Chriſt for his San, who was Lunatick, and when 
the Child was brought to him he rebuked the Devil, 
and he departed out of him; but all the Behaviour 
of the Demonacs or poſſeſſed Perſons, of which we 
have often long Accounts in the Goſpel, anſwers 
to that of Lunaticks, or mad People, in our 
Times. I will only- obſerve, in a few Inſtances, 
how neaily they reſemble each other; firſt, their 
being able to break their Chains; 2dly, loving to 
roam in ſolitary Places among Tombs, 3dly, going 
naked; 4thly, not being to be tamed eaſily; Sthly, 
caſting themſelves into the Fire and Water, cutting 
themſelves, and uttering Blaſphemies and ſuch Words 
as muſt come immediately from the Devil. And 
farther, We may obſerve daily, that however unapt 


Perſons have been to do any of theſe Things before, 


after they have been once turned in their Heads, as 

the Expreſſion is, tbey do it all eagerly, and another 

Spirit rules, and ſomething ſupernatural ſhews itſelf 

ſoon; they can endure Hunger, Cold, and Hard- 

ſhips ſurpriſingly, and travel, rage, labour, and 

— ſpeak on without ſleeping, to a Wonder. All this 
| A3 I have 


* 7Matt, xvli. 14, &e. 
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L have faid, as my Reaſons for thinking Lunaticks 
poſſeſſed People; and I have obſerved, the gene- 
rally known Cauſes of Madneſs have not been any 
Humility, Meekneſs of Spirit, or even a religious 
Diſpoſition,. but rather an extreme Love of the 
Creature, or, I would ſay, Luft; alſo often an 
intolerable Pride in the Learned, who will account 
for every Thing and.comprehend like God. Some- 
times an Exceſs of Anger and Fury, or a known 
and abhorred Self-conceitedneſs, Fondneſs of fine 
Cloaths, of Riches, of Beauty, or Honour, and 
often a being awakened in a legal Manner, and in 
attempting to make themſelves perfect and righte- 
ous, and to attain to certain Lengths in their own 
Strength and by their own Works, is a Means of 
Gi Peoples falling into this unhappy Condition. 
But here it muſt be obſerved, that Self righteouſneſs 
1s at the Bottom of all; for who have heard of a 
poor Sinner's coming into ſuch Diftreſs, I mean one 
Poor in Spirit, who is conſcious of his loſt Eſtate 
and Incapacity to help himſelf, but who ſinks 
before our Saviour, under a Senſe of his own 
Wants and Miſeries, and yet is well convinced no 
one can help or eaſe him beſide Jeſus, ſuch an one 
does not rage becauſe he cannot atchieve high 
Things, nor grow impatient becauſe he cannot 
cleanſe himſelf ; but he rejoiceth that the Lamb has 
Joved Sinners and will receive them; he is glad of 
the Fountain of his Blood and waſhes there; and 
though he may have been greatly withſtood by the 
Enemy, and has felt the Weight of his Guilt like a 
heavy Burden, and, like Pau/, could neither eat or 
drink for want of Mercy, this muſt not be looked 
upon as Madneſs; (would to God all the World 
were ſo mad !) no, this is a quite different Condi- 
tion; no wild Fire rages here, no blaſphemous 
„„ 5 9 Speeches 
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Speeches come out of the Mouth; no, all is the 
Effect of a real Hunger and Thirſt for Righteouſ- 
neſs, and a longing to be forgiven, and ſuch ſhall . 
ſurely obtain their Wiſhes; let them tarry the 
Lord's Leiſure, and he ſhall comfort them ; let them 
wait upon him, and he will help them, and not one 
of them ſhall periſh. 5 | 
But though I have ſaid ſo much, I would not be 
miſunderſtood, as though I thought all ſuch poſſeſſed 
or mad Perfons ſhould be loſt. I have far more fa- 
vourable Thoughts, and hope rather theſe may poſ- 
ſibly be ſome of thoſe who are given over to the De- 
vil for the deſtruction of the Fleſh, that their Spi- 
rits might be ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus. 
Perhaps ſuch heavy Chaſtiſements may have befallen 
them here, that they may find Mercy hereafter. 
Il will now proceed to ſpeak of the Man in the 
Text, whom J look upon, in his worſt Eſtate, as a 
lively Picture and emblem of every carnal or na- 
tural Man. | | | OO 
When our Saviour landed in the Country of the 
| Gadareans, a Man met him who for a long Time had 
been poſſeſſed of Devils; he wore no Cloaths, he dwelt 
in no Houſe, no Bonds or Chains could bind him, but 
he brake all, and abode in the Mountains and in the 
Tombs, crying and cutting himſelf with Stones: 
This is the deſcription of his ſad Eſtate, and how nicely. 
does it agree with the ſpiritual ſad Eſtate of a na- 
| tural Man? He wears no Cloaths before God, but, 
as long as he is without Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, as 
, long as he is not made all glorious within, nor co- 
| vered with the Covering of God's Spirit, he is na- 
ked ; all his Sins and ſecret Uncleanneſſes, all his 
Falls and corrupted Nature is open and naked before 
the Lord and all the Angels, and except? Jeſus and 
his Righteouſneſs cover 8 5 and hide his Iniqur ties 
| | . | : 


ES} 
he will find himſelf in a ſhameful State, when God's 
Eyes of Fire try the ſecrets of all Hearts. May I 
not afſo fay, he has an unclean Spirit? Does not 
his Ipurities and Lufts rule him? Are not his Eyes 
Full of Adultery, his Lips full of unclean Songs and 
Jeſts? His Hands and Heart are they not unclean ? 
And may it not be ſaid with all Propriety, he has 
been poſſeſſed of Devils along Time? for ever ſince 
the Fall, Satan has had us all, as it were, in his Hands 
and in his Poſſeſſion; but eſpecially is he in his 
Hands whom no Laws of God can tame, no Com- 
mandment nor Threatnings bind, no loving Intrea- 
tiles keep within Bounds, but he breaks all, and at 
all Events and Hazards is a Bond Servant of the De- 
vil. His Will, his Defires, his Appetite, his Af- 
fections and Luſts, his Pride and Paſſions break 
through, and no Man can tame him. He dwells in. 
no Houfe of God, is not in the Fold of the Good 
Shepherd, nor does he nor can he love them that 
are. He lives among the Tombs, among the Dead, 
he loves thoſe who are dead in Sin, and the dead 
and Jty Converſation of the World ſuits him; he 
Hyves in Pleaſure, and is dead while he lives, He 
cries and cuts himſelf ; this directly anſwers to his 
inning againſt all the Convictions ofthe Holy Ghoſt 
and his own Conſcience ; he takes a certain Pleaſure 
In cutting and tormenting himſelf, and though the * 
Horror and Pain which at Times he muſt feel, muſt 
extort from him bitter Cries, yet madly he ruſhes 
forward, ** as the Horſe into the Battle, and adds 
Sin to Sin and Gall to Wormwood ! 
' *Tis as remarkable, that when our Saviour came 
in ſight, he fell down and beſought him not to tor- 
ment him, but let him alone,” and aſks, «© W hat have 
T to do with thee? O Jeſus thou Son of God!“ 
So afraid are People in their loſt Eſtate of being ſaved 
| | Our. 
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out of it. They dread our Saviour's Deliverance, 
and are angry to be ſtopped in their Courſe. They 
would be glad if Jeſus would let them alone, and not 
trouble them with Convictions, nor look upon them 
as he did on Peter, or ſpeak to their Hearts as to 
Paul, Why perſecuteſt thou me?“ Could they have 
their Wiſn, their own Will, then they would enjoy 
their Health, be very rich and honourable, live long 
in Pleaſures, eat, drink, and be merry, and quite for- 
get there is a World to come, an eternal Jugdment; 
for when our Saviour, at any Time mercifully brings 
theſe Things to mind, or weuld reaſon with their 
Hearts, and aſk, Why will ye die? they are afraid, 
and ſay to him as Felix did to Paul, Go thy way for 
this Time,” or beſeech him, like the Man in the Text. 
Jeſus torment me not! let me alone thou Son of 
God!“ Poor People! who are mad, if theſe are not ? 
They call the Children of God mad, and count them 
beſide themſelves ; but none are ſo truly beſide them - 
ſelves, as ſuch who rafhly venture on, «nd will not 
be ſaved from their Sins. Onthe other Hand, thoſe 
whoſe Lives they count Madneſs, are the only Peo- 
ple who are in their right Mind; for they have laid 

up Treaſures in Heaven, they have found the Pearl 
of great Price, and laid hold on eternal Life; they 
have true and real Pleaſures, without the Sting with 
which temporal Enjoyments end, and poſſeſs a ſo- 
lid and laſting Peace, which paſſeth all Underſtand- 
ing. | | 
But L muſt obſerve, all this intreating of our Sa- 
viour not to torment him, and worſhipping him, 
&c. was not till Je ſus had commanded the unclean 
Spirits to come out. Satan would fain have kept 
bis Hold, and that is the Reaſon why every where 
he makes ſuch a Noite and Stir where he is likely 
to loſe a Soul; and ke kudws, ſhould the Work of 


our 


10 
our Saviour go on, he muſt quit his Poſſeſſion and 
be gone, It ſeems not one wicked Spirit alone had 
ſeized this poor Man, but many, and therefore he 
ſaid, © My Name is Legion; but even this is written 
for our Inſtruction; for there ate People who have 
been divinely called, and Jeſus has caſt out the 
ſtrong Man armed, viz. Satan, who kept the 
Houſe and ſpoiled his Goods, aboliſhed the old 
Crimes, and tore to Pieces the Pride, quenched the 
Luſts, and trempled upon their Honour, and cleanſ- 
ed the Neſt of every unclean and hateful Bird, and 
made the Den of Thieves an Houſe of Prayer. 
But the careleſs Heart again have wandered from the 
Lord, their Love grown cold, and the evil Spirit 
that had conſtantly ſought to return to the Place 
whence he came out, at laſt gets Admiſſion, and 
he brings many. others more wicked than himſelf, 
and they come and make their Abode there, and 
the laſt Eſtate of ſuch People is worſe than the 
firſt, and, as it were, a Legion guard them, leſt 
another Attempt ſhould be made to reſcue them: 
And perhaps this might have been the Caſe of Mary 
Magdalen, and very likely of this poor Man, who 
nevertheleſs found Mercy; and the Accounts of 
their Salvation are handed down to us, to teach 
us, that though ſome have made their laſt State 
worſe than the firſt, and have become ſeven times 
more the'Children of the Devil than they were be- 
fore, though they have ſinned. away all Grace, and 
left the Fountain of living Waters, and though Satan 
has bound them as with a Legion, yet even in this 
Caſe it is no where ſaid, they cannot be ſaved, 


for Jeſus can yet deliver them. It they had made 


a Covenant with Death and a League with Hell, he 
knows how to diflolve the Conditions and Obliga- 
tions with the Blood of his New Leſtament. Let 
not 
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not Souls who fear they are in ſuch a State be 
hopeleſs or deſpair, 5 there is yet Balm in Gilead, 
there is ſtill a Phyſician there, one who can vent | 
aſunder the Bars bs Tron and Braſs, and bring the 
Priſoners out of Captivity, and heal ſuch as are op- 
preſſed of the Devil, his Name is Jeſus, and he has 
the Keys of Hell and Death, No God can deliver 
after this Manner, nor fave as he ſaves. How did the 
whole Legion move at his Word? Had all the wicked 
Spirits in the Bottomleſs Pit poſſeſſed the Man it had 
been the ſame Thing, at the Word of our Saviour 
all muſt have yielded, and when he commands, 
Give up! Let my People go! it is done. Let then 
ſuch Souls who ke under any dreadful Apprehen- 
ſions of this Sort, apply to him, he will be their 
Saviour, he will land their F riend, and they ſhall 
know that “he hears the Poor when he crieth, the 
Needy, and him that has no Helper,” | 

When the Devils found they muſt depart, they 
begged Leave to enter a Herd of Swine which were 
feeding near the Place, and when they had obtain- 
ed Leave, preſently the whole. Herd, about two 
thouſand, ran violently down a ſteep Place into the 
Sea, and were choaked, to the Amazement of all 
thoſe that followed Jeſus, and thoſe who kept the 
Swine. I know there are ſome People who have 
even dared to aſk, With what Right our Saviour 
could cauſe ſuch a Loſs to the Owners of the 
Swine, and at once perhaps reduce them to Pover- 
ty? Theſe might as well aſk, atheiſtically, Why a 
high Wind at Sea may overwhelm a Ship, and 
ruin the Maſter? or, Why an Earthquake ſhall 
ſwallow up a whole Town? Or a Fire be per- 


mitted to make many Families deſolate in a few 
Hours? 


I wonder 
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I wonder any called Chriſtians would even ſuffer 
the Thought, fince they confeſs that Jeſus is the 
Lord, and all is his in Heaven and Earth, It is 
no Injuſtice in him to take all away from us in a 
Moment, and ſhould he do it, who can aſk him, 
What doſt thou? Are not all the Beaſts of the Fo- 
kxeſt his, and all the Cattle upon a thouſand Hills? 
Cannot he do what he will with his own? But then, 
fay ſome, it Jooks as if he could be pleaſed in the 
Ruin and Diſtreſs of his poor Creatures. No, by 
no Means; we have no Grief which does not 
touch his Heart: He could therefore in the Days 
of his Fleſh fo readily weep and be affected, when 
he faw Mary and Martha weeping over their Bro- 
| ther's Grave, or the Widow of Nain lamenting 
over her dead Son. Scarce a blind, or lame, or 
leprous Perſon came in his way but he had Com- 
paſſion on them, and knew, if Sin had not been in 
the World none of all this could have happened; 
therefore his Heart always pitied, and his Hand was 
always ſtretched out to ſave the Oppreſſed, and that 


often, before it was aſked. When therefore Satan 


has Leave or Permiſſion to do Harm in the World, 
to raiſe Storms, to cauſe Wars and Bloodſhed, or 
make Families deſolate by Fire or Water, or brin 
a Murrain among Beaſts, the beſt Way, and = 
becoming humble and meek Children, is to think, 
« his Ways are in the deep Waters, and his Foot- 
ſteps are not knows;” and wait till the Day when 
he ſhall make his juſt Dealings as clear as the Light, 
and his Righteouſneſs as the Noon Day. So much 
may be ſaid, that without Doubt it has been the 
Means of bringing many to Heaven, that in this 
World they met with many Loſſes, Croſſes, and 
Trials, were poor, and ſtripped of all Things. He 
is a God of Equity, he often takes away Temporals 
to 
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to give us eternal Happineſs. He tries his Children 
often, like Lazarus at Dives's Gate, that he may 
give them their Comforts and Poſſeſſions in a City 
that has Foundations, in a Kingdom which cannot be 
ſhaken. Doubtleſs many that are now in Heaven adore 
the Lord that once in the World he put forth his 
Hand and touched all that they had, though they at 


the Time did not know why it was, but were ready. 


to think like Naomi, Call my Name Marab, for the 

Lord hath dealt bitterly by me;” now they confeſs 
with Joy, It was good for me that I have been af- 
ited.” On the other Hand, many who have pe- 
riſned, now lament that here they had their Portion, 
and in this Life. He gave them their deſire, and 
ſent Leanneſs withal into their Souls. Of what Ad- 
vantage was it to Dives to be cloathed with Scatlet 
and Purple, to drink and feaſt with his five Bre- 
thren, and afterwards be cloathed with Scarlet 
Flames, and want a Drop of Water to cool his 
Tongue? Of what real Benefit has it been, think 
ye, that fome have ſo proſpered in the World, and 
come into no Misfortue tike other Folk, neither 
were plagued like other Men, their Bull did not 
fail, nor their Cow caſt her Calf, they had Gold 
like Duſt, and wereobliged to pull down their Barns 


to build greater, when God, in the midſt of all their 


Plenty and Fulneſs, calls them to Eternity with, 
* Thou Fool, this Night ſhall thy Soul be req tired of 
thee?” Let it therefore ſatisfy thee, when any heavy 
Trials or Loſſes befal thee, that he that fits in Hea- 
ven rules all Things well, and trouble not thyſelf 
becauſe of the Deſtruction of the Herd of Swine, 
thou doſt not know but that it was the only way 
to convince the Owners and Keepers of them who 
Jeſus was; and hoogh, like Peter, they prayed 
him to depart from them for the preſent, perhaps it 

| was 


| (14 ] 
was only cut of a deep Senſe of their Unworthineſs 
to have him upon their Land; and very likely 
thou mayeſt ſee them with a better Inheritance, in 

the Day when be ſhall deal in Righteouſneſs and 
Mercy to all the Nations. I will leave them there- 
fore here and purſue my Deſian, and ſpeak of the 
once unhappy but now highly favoured Man. He 
was juſt now in the Poileſſion of many Devils, but 
now in the Care of the Saviour and Bridegroom of 


bis Soul. He was lately raving up and down the 


Mountains, and reſtleſsly wandering in the Wilder- 
neſs, but now he ſits at Jeſus's Feet, and has found 
out eternal Reſt, He was before wild, ſo that no 
Man could tame him, nor Cords nor Netter bind 
him, but now is in his right Mind. He hears the 
Voice of the Son of Man and lives. He chooſes the 
good Part, which ſhall never be taken away. This 
is indeed to be in ones right Mind. He a little 
while ago wore no Cloaths, but is now cloathed, 

Body and Soul, and the Shame of his Nakedneſs ſhall 


not appear, He was his own Tormentor, and cut 


himſelf with Stones, but new he fits under the 
Shadow of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, who is riſen 
upon him with Healing in his Wings. He uſed for- 
merly only to frequent the Tombs and gloomy and 


deſolate Places, now ſee he is among the Living, _ 


has found everlaſting Life in the Lord his God. 
happy Man! happy Situation! happy Place! "Fa 
py Change! May all the ſpiritually Mad and Poſſeſ- 
fed ſhare like on the unbounded and free ſovereign 
Grace of our dear Redeemer. 

But now, when the Lord hath done his Father's 
Buſineſs in theſe Parts, and was ready again to go 
into the Shin, the Man, on whom he had ſhewed 


fo much Mercy, prayed him to let him go with 
bim, but Jeſus ſuffered him not for the preſent, but 


ſaid 


| 3 
faid to him, Go home to thy Friends, and tell them 
how great Things the Lord has done for thee, and has 
had Compaſſionon thee.” As if he would have ſaid, 
Hereafter ſhalt thou follow me and be with me for 
ever, but now go and tell of thy Deliverance to thy 

poor Relations and Friends; thou haſt been heretofore 
2 Burden and Grief to them, they have ſhared deeply 
in thine Affliction, go and let them partake of thy 
Joys and Mercies, tell them what a merciful and com- 
paſſionate Lord and Saviour thou haſt found, and be 
a Preacher of Free Grace to them, that they may 
come alſo after me and be my Diſciples. | 
It ſeems alſo ſtrange that he who was continually 
calling Men to him, and who let Bartimeus and 
others whom he had healed follow him, ſhould now 
make Exceptions againſt this poor Man's coming af- 
ter him, or refuſing him that Mercy which all were 
invited to; but this was certainly the Reafon our 
Saviour had for not allowing him then, he knew 
how many Friends, Relations, and Neighbours he 
had who were not called to the Kingdom, and there- 
fore appoints his new Convert to be his Witneſs and 
Preacher, that through his Mercy others might obtain 
Mercy and be ſaved. He could go and tell them 
what an unhappy W retch he onece was, how Satan 
made him his Tool and Slave, how he had lived 
without Peace, without Reſt or Comfort, and with- 
out God in the World, but now could he fay, I that 
was afar off, am brought nigh to God: Ithat was a 
Stranger to him, am now a Fellow-Citizen with the 
Saints and with the Houſhold of God: I once wan- 
dered, and was as a Sheep that went aſtray, but the 
Shepherd of /frae/, the Keeper of Jacob, has ſought 
me and brought me back to the Biſhop of my Soul. 
The mote I ſerved Satan the more miſerable I was; 
Night and Day I was unhappy : A Legion once 5 
e ſefle 1 
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ſeſſed me, and the. Enemy thought to have his Deſire 
and fulfil his Luſt upon me, but J am now ſaved, I 
have now obtained Deliverance, and am now a Monu- 
ment of God's unmerited and free Love. I do not 
doubt but many alſo of his Friends, who ſaw and 
heard him when he did return home, believed and 
were ſet on thirſt to be acquainted with Jeſus; they 
ſaw before them one who a few Days before was 
in the moſtdeplorable Condition of all Creatures un- 
der Heaven, now a Saint, a ſaved Man, a bleſſed 
Witneſs that there is Salvation, and one againſt 
whom the Gates of Hell cannot prevail, and ſo could 
not help longing to become his Diſciples, and par- 
take with their Friend his great Mercy and Liberty, 
] believe, .if it was not for this, it would be far 
better for us and all the Children of God, as ſoon 
as they are converted, to be taken home to our 
Saviour directly, out of all Danger of grieving him 
again, or jelapſing into Coldneſs or Careleſſneſs. But 
our Saviour's Mind is, that we ſhould go home to 
our Friends and tell them what great Things the 
Lord hath done for us, and how he has had Com- 
paſſion upon us, and not come home to him till we 
have brought others alſo with us to ſee Jeſus, thus 
are we like Sheep come from the waſhing Brook, 
every one bearing Twins. In this Senſe, therefore, 
even our Sons and Daughters, our Servants and Hand- 
maids muſt prophecy, and tell what the Lord has 
done for their Souls. | 

If the Redeemer ſhould call home his Children as. 
ſoon as he had pardoned them, he would have then 
no Church upon Earth, and the awakened Souls 
would have no Fold, no one to comfort them, but 
like poor Orphans would live like the moſt deſolate 
People indeed. We ſhould not then be too eager 
to beſeech our Saviour to follow him home, till he 

| | pleaſe; 
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pleaſe; it is better to be reſigned, and ſo live, ſo 
wait upon him, ſo ſpeak, ſo labour, and believe in 
the World, that at any Time when he calls for us 
we may be ready to go and follow him upon Mount 
Sion and go no more out. This ſhall ſoon be our 
Deſtiny, we ſhall quickly go to him and fee his Face. 
Let us for the preſent help our Friends and Neigh- 
bours, and be as Salt in the Earth. Let us tell 
them what we have experienced, and how the Lord 
has had Compaſſion upon us. Let us blaze abroad his 
Fame, and be ready to give every one a Reaſon of 
the Hope that is in us, and relate how we were 
when in our firſt Eſtate, how we were by Nature 
Children of Wrath, giddy and careleſs, and led cap- 
tive by the Devil at his Will, how we were when 
awakened, how athiiſt for Mercy and Forgiveneſs, 
how we tound Grace, and were found out and waſh- 
ed and healed by the Good Shepherd, in whofe Blood 
and Righteouineſs we have been cleanſed, and co- 
vered, and cloathed, and now can fit down at Je- 
ſus's Feet in our right Mind. How our Hearts leap- 
ed within us for Joy when the bleſſed Moment ap- 
proached wherein we were viſited by the Day-ſpring 
from on high, and when God our Saviour took away 
the unclcan Spirit, and put his Holy Spirit within 
us. But perhaps many hear me to- day who, if 
bid go home and tell thy Friends what great Things 
the Lord has done for them, could ſay nothing, ha- 
ving never experienced his pardoning Mercy, nor ſeen 
his Salvation. People who perhaps can only tell 
how God has kept them from Want, how he has 
raiſed them from Sickneſs, given them Friends, kept 
off their Enemies, and provided wonderfully for 
them in the World, ſaved them from many Dan- 
gers, given them to be born and educated in a Chri- 
{tian Land, and trained them up in the beſt Church, 
V B MM 
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in the happieſt Conſtitution, given them their right 
Senſes, &c. All this is well; but this the Deiſt, 
the Turk, the Jew bleſſes God for, as much as you; 
this is not the One Thing needful, the main and chief 
Bleſſing, for that is the revealing Chriſt in the Heart, 
the releaſing and tranſlating the Soul out of the King- 
dom of Satan into the Kingdom of God's dear Son, 
the ſnatching them out of the World and Sin, as 
Brands out of the Burning, the overflowing all their 
vicious and unruly Paſſions, Luſts, and Inclinations, 
with his Death, Sweat, and Blood, and fo waſhing 
the inner Man in the Laver of Regeneration, and giv- 
ing him a New Birth, and the Witneſs of the Spirit 
with their Spirit that they are Chitdren of God. O 
that ye all knew this, and could go home to your 
Friends and tell them this joyful News, I was loſt, 
but am now fouud ! I was once dead and knew not 
Jeſus, I was a Servant and Vaſſal to his Enemy, and 
to the World, and even deſpiſed the Liberty of the 
Lord my God, and put his Salvation far from me; 
but the Lord has had Compaſſion upon me, he has done 
oreat Things for me, and holy is his Name; he has 
now opened my Eyes, and I ſee my Part in his Merits 
he has opened miy Ears, and I have heard the Voice 
of the Son of God, and live an eternal Life. He 
| burſt in Pieces the Chains that made me a Priſoner, 
and delivered me into the glorious Liberty of the 
Children of God. I now roam no more for Hap- 
ineſs in vain; I now am no more unhappy; [I fit 
own like Mary, and like the Man once poſſeſſed 
of the Legion, at Chriſt Jeſus's Feet, cloathed with 
his Salvation as with a.Garment, and with his 
Righteouſneſs as with a Robe, and am now ſet to 
rights and faved, and in'a right Mind. May the 
merciful and compaſſionate Lord of all awaken every 
one to a true Senſe of his natural, bad, and wild 
5 ESE Eſtate, 
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Eſtate, and ſave you thus; and till he takes you 
home to his Father's Houſe to be with him for ever; 
may you have Grace to tell thus his tender Mercies 
to otbers: And all Miniſters, may it be given to 
them in particular that they may do it, till having 
won many thereby to the Kingdom, and turned 
many to Righteouſneſs, they may return home in 
a good Time, and in their laſt Hours, when they fhall 
pray our Saviour to ſuffer them to follow him, he 
may ſay, Come up hither,” and ſo they be for ever 
and ever with the Lord. O Lamb of God grant 
this to my own Soul. Amen! 
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